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One fide commands a view or tne ftneft gard^^^tfie 

r -p r V /°, r , Acldifon' s Guardian, N w . ioi. 

1 o Com m a SB. v. n. To have the fupreme authority ; to pof- 
■teis the chiet power ; to govern. J v 

. 1 hole two commanding powers of the foul, the underftand- 

c ZlV he W1 ; „ South’s Sermons. 

Comma nd. n. f. [from the verb.] 

commanding ; power; fupreme authority. It 

iS * 111 mi itar ^ a ^ a * ls > as magistracy or government in 
civil life; with over. 

Take pity of your town and of your people. 

While yet rhy foldiers are in my command. Sbakefp. Hen . V. 

With lightning fill her awful hand. 

And make the clouds feem all at her Command. Waller. 
Ide a fi umed an abtolute conunand over his readers. Drydcn . 

2. Cogent authority ; defpotifm. 

i hofe .he commands move only in command. 

Nothing in love. Sbakefp . Macbeth. 

Conunand and force may often create, but can never cure, 
an averfion-; and whatever any one is brought to by compul- 
sion, he will leave as foon as he can. Locke on Education. 

3 * The act of commanding; the mandate uttered ; order. 

Of this tree we may not tafte nor touch ; 

God fo commanded, and left that command 

Sole daughter of his voice. Milton's Paradife Lojl , b. ix. 

As there is no prohibition of it, fo no co?nmand for it. Taylor. 

The captain gives command , the joyful train 
Glide through the gloomy Shade, and leave the main. Dryd. 

4. I he power of overlooking, or Surveying anyplace. 

The fteepy Stand, 

W r hich overlooks the vale with wide command. Dryd. JEn. 

Commander, n. J . [from command .] 

1. He that has the Supreme authority; a general ; a leader ; a 
chief. 

We’ll do thee homage, and be rul’d by thee. 

Love thee as our commander and our king. ShakeJ'peare. 
I have given him for a leader and commander to the people. 

If. lv. 4. 

The Homans, when co?nmanders in war. Spake to their 
army, and ftyled them. My foldiers. Bacon s Apophthegms. 

Charles, Henry, and Francis of France, often adventured 
rather as foldiers than as commanders. Hayivard. 

Sir Phelim O’neil appeared as their commander in chief. Gar. 

Supreme commander both of fea and land. Waller. 

The heroick adlion of Some great conunander , enterprifed 
for the common good, and honour of the Chriftian caufe. 

Dryden s Juvenal , Dedication. 
Their great commanders , by credit in their armies, fell into 
the Scales as a counterpoife to the people. Swift. 

2. A paving beetle, or a very great wooden mallet, with an 
handle about three foot long, to ufe in both hands. Moxon. 

3. An inftrument of Surgery. 

The gloflocomium, commonly called the commander , is of 
ufe in the moft Strong tough bodies, and where the laxation 
hath been of long continuance. Wifeman s Surgery. 

Comma'ndery. n. f [from command.] A body of the knights 
of Malta, belonging to the fame nation. 

Commandment, n.f [conimandement, French ] 

1. Mandate; command; order; precept. 

They plainly require fome Special commandment for that 
which is exacted at their hands. Hooker , b. iii .felt. 7. 

Sav, you chofe him more after our commandment , 

Than guided by your own affections. Sbakefp. Coriolanus. 
By the eafy commandment by God given to Adam, to for- 
bear to feed thereon, it pleafed God to make trial of his obe- 
dience. Raleigh's Hi/lory of the World. 

2. Authority; coactive power. 

I thought that all things had been Savage here. 

And therefore put I on the countenance 

Of Stern commandment. Sbakefpeare's As you like it. 

3. By way of eminence, the precepts of the decalogue given 
by God to Mofes. 

* And he wrote upon the tables the words of the convenant 
and the ten commandments. Exod. xxxiv. 28. 

Comma'ndress. n.f [from conunander .] A woman velted 
with Supreme authority. 

To preferibe the order of doing in all things is a peculiar 
prerogative, which wifdom hath, as queen or fc\eieign com- 
mandrefs , over all other virtues. Hooker , b v. felt. b. 

Be you commandrefs therefore, princefs, queen 
Of all our forces, be thy word a law. Fairfax , b.\\. 

Commate'rial. culj. [from con and materia.] Confiding 
of the fame matter with another thing. 

The beaks in birds are commaterial with teeth. _ Bacon. 
The body adjacent and ambient is not commatcrioi , but 
merely hetcrogeneal towards the body that is to be piefeived. 

Bacon's Natural Hijhry , N°. 1 7 f . 

Comm ateriaTity. n.f. [from commaterial.] Relemblance 
to Something ill its matter. 

CVmmeiine. n.f [ commelina , Latin.] A plant. 

The leaves are produced alternately, and Surround the nalks 
at their bafe : the ffalks trail upon the ground, and grow very 
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“LftL f Sr k n is f ,T T Khe fl S ’ b * h "« 

Fmn, the- upper part of ’the floweAre ^ucel IZeT*' 
ftanj.ua, upon which arc fattened vello v ap ice , * i " 
femble the head of a mufhroom • in P j ’ hlch re " 
flower are produced three other male 0i the 

produced it, the center of the flinch is el eTT “ 
a long mtorted tube, and becomes an cblomr fruit T , , 
into two cells, each containing one oblon? feJcl ’ ’ S.f 

Comme'morable. adj. [from commemorate.'] DefervihS 
mentioned with honour; worthy to be kep in remembrance 
7 o Commemorate, [*, and manors, LatT T 

lemiiiy. 6 " mem ° ry by fome P ublick 'o celebrate L 

Such is the divine mercy, which we now ammamnu- and 

( V , cmme ™ rete we (hall rejoice ,n the Lord. Fif 
. .UMora rioN. r..J. [tram commemorate ] Allaflofnub- 
iick celebration ; folemnization of the memory of any thine. 

tut hat which ,s daily offered in the church, is a daily ctm- 
mtmrtam of that one facrifice which was offered on the crofs. 

q. a a- 1 1 • , , , Fay lor s worthy Communicant. 

ot. Auffrn believed that the martyrs, when the commemora- 
tions were made at their own fepulchres, did join their prayers 
With the churches, in behalf of thofe who there put up their 
Supplications to God. Stillingfeet' s Def. of Dili, on Rem. Ido’s 
Commemoration was formerly made with thankfgivincr, i n 
honour of good men departed this world. Ayliffe's Paragon. 

commemorative, adj. [from commemorate.] Tending to 
preferve memory of any thing. 

I he annual offering of the Pafchal lamb was commemorative 
of that ffrft Pafchal lamb. Atterkurv 

^7 G M M ENCL. v.n. [commence)- , French.] 

1. 1 o begin ; to take beginning. 

Why hath it given me earneft of fuccefs, 

Commencing in a truth. _ ShakeJ'peare s Macbeth. 

Man, confcious of his immortality, cannot be without con- 
cern for that ftate that is to commence after this life. Rogers. 

2. I o take a new chandler. 

If wit fo much from ign ’ranee undergo, 

Ah! let not learning too commence its foe! Pope. 

To Comme'nce. v. a. 'I o begin ; to make a beginning of; as 
to commence a fuit. 

Commencement, n f [from commence.] Beginning; date. 

1 he waters were gathered together into one place, the third 
day from the commencement of the creation. Woodw. Nat. Hid. 

To COMMEND. v. a. [ cemmendo , Latin j 

i* To reprefent as worthy cf notice, regard, or kindnefs ; to 
recommend. 

After BarbaroiTa was arrived, it was known how effedfually 
the chief baffa had commended him to Solyman. Knoll es' sHijlory. 

Among the objebls of knowledge, two efpecially commend 
them Selves to our contemplation ; the knowledge of God, and 
the knowledge of our Selves. Hale's Origin cf Mankind. 

Vain-glory is a principle I ffiall commend to no man. 

Decay cf Piety . 

Thefe draw the chariot which Latinus fends. 

And the rich prefent to the prince commend}. Dryd. /En. 

2. To deliver up with confidence. 

To thee I do commend my watchful foul, 

Ere I let fall the windows of mine eyes: 

Sleeping and waking, O defend me "fill. Sbakefp. Rich. III. 
Father, into thy hands I commend my Spirit. Luke xxiii. 46. 

3. To praife ; to mention with approbation. 

Who is Silvia? What is fhe. 

That all our Swains commend her ? 

Holy, fair, and wife is file. Shakefpcare. 

Old men do moft exceed in this point of folly, commending 
the days of their youth they Scarce remembered, at leaft well 
underftood not. Brown s Vulgar Errcurs. 

He lov'd my worlhlefs rhymes ; and, like a friend, 

Would find out Something to commend. Cowley. 

Hiftorians commend Alexander for weeping when lie icad 
the actions of Achilles. Drydcn' s V irg. Ain. Dednat. 

Each finding, like a friend. 

Something to blame, and Something to commend. rope. 

4. To mention by way of keeping in memory ; to recommend 
to remembrance. 

Signior Anthcnio 
Commends him to you. 

Ere I ope his letter, _ y . 

I pray you tell me how my good friend doth. Sh. Mer. oj yen. 

CommeNd. n.f. [from the verb.] Commendation, not now 

in ufe. 

Tell her I fend to her my kind commends : 

Take Special care my greetings be deliver’d. Shak. 

CommeNdaele. adj. [from commend.] , Laudable ; ' vor • > 
of praife. Anciently accented on the fuff Syllable. 

And power, unto ltfelf moft commendable , 

Flath not a tomb fo evident, as a chair : . . . 

T’extol what it hath done. ' Shakefmare s C^anus. 

Order and decent ceremonies in the church, are n0 ' . - 

’ ” Bacon's Advice to V illicit 

Many 



comely, but commendable. 
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Many heroes, and moft worthy perfons, being fufficicntlv 
commendable from true and unqueftionable merit, have received 
advancement from falfhood. Broivn's Vulgar Lrrours. 

Britannia is not drawn, like other countries, in a Soft peace- 
ful p oft ufe ; but is adorned with emblems, that mark out the 
military genius of her inhabitants. 1 his is, I think, the on y 
commendable quality that the old poets have touched upon in 
the defeription of our country. Addifon on ancient Medals. 

Comme'ndably. adv. [ from commendable.] Laudably; in a 
manner worthy of commendation. 

Of preachers the fhire holdeth a number, all conunendably 
labouring in their vocation. Careiv's Survey oj Cornwal. 

COMMEND AM. [commenda, low Latin ] 

Commendam is a benefice, which, being void, is commended 

•r to the charge and care of fome Sufficient clerk to be Supplied, 
until it be conveniently provided of a paftor. Cowel. 

It had been once mentioned to him, that his peace fhouM 
be made, if he would refign his bifhoprick, and deanry of 
Weftminfter; for he had that in commendam. Clarendon. 

CommeNdatarv. n.f [ from commendam.] One who holds 
a living in commendam. 

Commendation, n.f [from commend.] 

1. Recommendation ; favourable representation. 

This jewel and my gold are your’s, provided I have your 
commendation for my more free entertainment. Shak. Cymbeiine. 

The choice of them Should be by the commendation of the 
great officers of the kingdom. Bacon's Advice to V illiers. 

2. Praife; declaration of efteem. 

His fame would not get fo Sweet and noble an air to fly in 
as in your breath, fo could not you find a fitter fubj eel of com- 
mendation. Sidney , b. ii. 

Gcod-nature is the moft godlike commendation of a man. 

Dryden' s Juvenal , Dedication. 

3. Meffage of Jove. 

Mrs. Page has her hearty commendations to you too. Sbakefp. 

PI ark you, Margaret, 

No princely commendations to my king ! ■ — - - 

Such commendations as become a maid, 

A virgin, and his Servant, fay to him. Sbakefp. Henry VI. 

Comme'ndatory. adj. [from commend.] Favourably repre- 
sentative ; containing praife. 

It doth much add to a man’s reputation, and is like perpe- 
tual letters commendatory , to have good forms : to attain them, 
it almoft fufficeth not to defpife them. Bacon , Ejfay 53. 

We beftow the flourifh of poetry on thofe commendatory 
conceits, which popularly Set forth the emiriency of this crea- 
ture. Brown' s Vulgar Errours, b. vi. c. 5. 

If I can think that neither he nor you defpife me, it is a 
greater honour to me, by far, than if all the houfe of lords 
writ commendatory verfes upon me. Pope. 

CommeN’der. n. f. [from commend.] Praifer. 

Such a concurrence of two extremes, by moft of the fame 

• commemters and difprovers. Wotton. 

Commensa'lity. n. f [from cornmenfalis , Lat.] Fellowfhip 
of table ; the cuftom of eating together. 

1 hey being enjoined and prohibited certain foods, thereby 
to avoid community with the Gentiles, upon promifeuous 
commenfality. Brown's Vulgar Errours, b. iii. c. 25. 

CommensurabPlity. n.f [from commenfurable.] Capacity 
of being compared with another, as to the meafure ; or of 
being meafured by another. Thus an inch and a yard are 
commenfurable, a yard containing a certain number of inches. 
The diameter and circumference of a circle are incommen- 
surable, not being reduceable to any common meafure. Pro- 
portion. 

Some place the eflence thereof in the proportion of parts, 
conceiving it to confift in a comely conunen fur ability of the 
whole unto the parts, and the parts between themfelves. Brown. 

Commensurable, adj. [con and menfura , Lat.] Reducible 
to Some common meafure ; as a yard and a foot are meafured 
by an inch. 

Comm f/nsurab r. eness. n.f [from commenfurable.] Com- 
menfurability ; proportion. 

There is no commenfurablenefs between this objeft and a 
created underftanding, yet there is a congruity and connatu- 

TA-Tr-/xTCT7T> a - r'T- Hale's Origin of Mankind. 

1 o COMMENT RATE. v. a. [con and menfura , Lat.] To 

reduce to fome common meafure. J 

That divifion is not natural, but artificial, and by aoree- 
rcjent, as the apteft -terms to commenf urate the longitude of 

r P aces ; . Brown’s Vulgar Errours, b n. c . 7 . 

Commensurate, adj. [from the verb.] 

X- Reducible to fome common meafure. 

They permitted no intelligence between them, other than 
y he mediation of Some organ equally cornmenfurate to foul 

2 T ^ . Government of the Tongue, f. r 

2. Equal ; proportionable to each other. * 

of ! thi°n U I ? kn ° wled S e a ^quately cornmenfurate with the nature 

Th f * u /- Glanville's Scepf. c. 2 

can L h r T w ' 10 are P" rf ' Iade < 1 Aat they (hall continue for ever’ 

duratTon P ' rC ^ 1 h W ncfi to their 
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Nothing cornmenfurate to the defires of human nature, off 
which it could fix as its ultimate end, without being carnet, 
on with any farther defire. Rogers's Sermons. 

Matter and gravity are always cornmenfurate. Lcntley. 

Comme'nsuratelV. adv. [from cornmenfurate.] Witn the 
capacity of meafuring, or being meafured by Some other 

thl \Ve are conftraincd to make the day Serve to meafure the 
year as well as we can, though not commenfurately to each 
year ; but by collecting the fradlion of days in Several years, 
’till they amount to an even day. Hilda on Time. 

Commensur aTion. n.J. [from commenf urdtei] Proportion; 
reduction of Some things to fome common meafure. 

A body over great, or over lmall, will not be thrown fo far 
a body of a middle Size; fothat, it feemeth, there muft be 


as 


a commenfuration or proportion between the body moved and 
th‘e force, to make it move well. Bacon s Natural Hijlory. 

All fitnefs lies in a particular commenfuration , or proportion 
of one thing to another. South. 

To CO'MMENT. v.n. [comment or, Lat.] To annotate ; to 
write notes upon an author; to expound; to explain; with 
upon before the thing explained. 

Enter his chamber, view his lifelefs corps. 

And comment then upon his Sudden death. Shakef Henry VL 

Such are thy Secrets, which my life makes good, 

And comments on thee; for in ev’ry thing 
Thy words do find me out, and parallels bring. 

And in another make me underftand. Herbert. 

Criticks having fir ft taken a liking to one of thefe poets, 
proceed to comment on him, and illuftrate him. Dryd. Juv. Did. 

They have contented themfelves only to comment upon thofe 
texts, and make the beft copies they could after thofe ori- 
ginals. Femple. 

Indeed I hate that any man Should be idle, w'hile I muft 
tranflate and comment. Pope . 

Co'mment. n.f [from the verb.]' Annotations on an au- 
thor ; notes ; explanation ; expofition ; remarks. 

In Such a time as this, it is not meet 
That every nice offence fhould bear its comment. Sbakefp. 

Forgive the comment that my pafiion made 
Upon thy feature; for my rage was blind. Shakef K. John. 
All that is behind will be by way of comment on that part 
of the church of England’s charity. Flammond' s Fundamentals. 

Adam came into the world a philofopher, which fufficieritly 
appeared by his writing the nature of things upon their names : 
he could view eflences in themfelves-, and read forms without 
the comment of their respective properties. South's Sermons . 

All the volumes of philofophy; 

With all their comments, never could invent 
So politick an inftrument. Prior. 

Proper geftures, and vehement exertions of the voice; are 
a kind of comment to what he utters. Addifon' s SpeB. N°. 407. 

Still with itfelf compar’d, his text perufe ; 

And let your comment be the Mantuan mufe. Pope. 

Commentary, n.f. [comment arius, Latin.] 

1. An expofition ; annotation; remark. 

In religion, Scripture is the beft rule; and the church’s uni- 
verfal practice, the beft commentary . King Charles. 

2. Memoir ; narrative in familiar manner. 

. Vere, in a private commentary which he Wrote of that Ser- 
vice, teftified that eight hundred were flain. Bacon. 

I hey Shew ftill the ruins of C'sefar’s wall, that reached 
eighteen miles in length, as he has declared it in the firft book 
ot his commentaries. Addifon on Italy * 

Ummenta'tor. n.f. [from comment ] Expofitor ; annotator. 
I have made Juch expofitions of my authors, as no commen- 
tator will forgive me. Dryden. 

fome ot the commentators tell us, that Marfya was a lawyer 
who had loft his caufe. on jL 

kjalen s commentator tells us, that bitter fubftances engender 
c o er, and burn the blood. _ Arbuthnot on Aliments. 

ou will have variety of commentators to explain the difficult 
paflages to you. n 

NT Cj ray. 

J*o commentator can more flily pafs 
^ O er a learn’d unintelligible place. Pobe 

Commenter. n.f [from* comment.] One that writes com- 
ments; an explainer ; an annotator. 


Slily as any commenter goes by 
Hard words or fenfe. 


Commenti'tious. adj. [comment it ius, Lat.] Invented facti- 
tious ; imaginary. 

It is eafy to draw a parallel ifm between that ancient and this 

— S make sood lts terr t com - 

CO'M MERGE, n.f Latin. wtffnc^ndy al’ 

cented „„ the laft fyllable.] Intercourfe ; 
thing for another ; interchange of any thing; trade ^traffick 

Places of publick refort being thus provided, our repair 
thither 1S ef P ec ‘ all y ^or mutual conference, and, as it were 
to be had between God and us. Hooker, b. v. f x * 
— How could communities, J * 


duration. 
Vol. I. 


Tiiur n » . r V communities, 

1 - Degrees in fchools, and brotherhoods 
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in cities. 


Peaceful 














